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THE  HIGHER  MISSION OF  UNITED  GREAT  GERMANY.

THE   GERMANS ALONE  CONSTITUTE  A  REAL  NATION.

THE BARBARIAN INVASIONS WERE SALUTARY

TO EUROPE

INTRODUCTORY NOTE

For 150 years the Germans have been persuading themselves that they
are a chosen nation, called to take on themsehes the government of the
world. This conviction long since permeated the German masses, who,
hypnotised by this ''exceptional quality"* of their nation, are convinced
that by undertaking a new war every few decades they are fulfilling
Germany's sacred mission. The German intellectual class has worked
incessantly to implant in the people this conviction of the superiority of
the German nation. And of this sowing all Europe periodically reaps
the sanguinary harvest.

On what has German literature nourished the nation? The Germans
alone are a true nation. The Germans are the salt of the earth. The
Germans represent the highest moral and intellectual values of humanity.
The Germans are the supreme result of European civilisation.

Even the barbarian invasions which plunged Greco-Roman civilisation
into the abyss for long ages are interpreted by Germans as a source of
progress and human regeneration!

In this atmosphere of self-glorification it is understandable that the
German national hymn should begin with the words: 'Deutschland,
Deutschland uber alles, Uber alles in der Welt? For that is the
practical result of exalting Germans to the height of humanity. If
Germans are the source of all progress, the deduction necessarily follows
that for the good and the greatness of Germany one may, and even must,
sacrifice everything, but most of all the honour and the life of other
nations, for whom the German writers have, as one of them wrote,
''boundless contempt'.

This declaration might remain a ''literary curiosity^ for sane-
mindedpeople, but for the fact that it was the cause of the second European
war. For the Germans generally, and German youth especially-, take it
quite seriously, and draw from it certain practical conclusions, carving
a road by fire and sword for the chosen nation to fulfil its mission of
governing the world.
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